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The New
‘Players’ In
Hollywood

L.As Ziffren Brittenham

invests in media technology.

By GaiL Diang Cox
KATIONAL LAW JOUNNAL STAFF REFORTER

THE BUZZ 1S that
anyone would be
crazy to consider
buying a major
Hollywood studio |
without first con-
sulting enlertain-
ment lawyer Ken-
neth Ziifren. '
“Isn’t that a
nice thing to hear
snmuuna say?”
sponds MI‘. VAIE
I'rtm. with a smile

I\LH A’IfTTL nisan like a little bow of
acknowledgment.

, _ _ He mav not be a
law insticurion. litigator, but he

knows how (o
handle pauses. "Ye s,” he adds, "1 do get |
those phone calls.”

The buzz doesn’t go far enough, ar-
gues broadcast legend Fred Silverman,
since 1981 a client of Mr. Ziffren's law |
firm, Zilfren, Brittenham, Branca & Fis- |
cher.

The firm's reach “transcends studio
affairs. They're into sports franchises.
]|r|~:|.':'4- |;f-|.-_‘_j.’_i-|| into the entire telecom
munications industry.” ys My '
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A lomg farm chimnd, IeamWoeks 5K
roefounder  Jalfroy  Katrepherg, says
I've alewars Moggrhed o Them: B8 e
a law fiem They are players, in the
wrervie o L wond, ™
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‘Multiplas of a Million®
The bowal legal commgnny has Ere]
dd MTren Heittenbams Divae pews wiil
Y, confimlon and caullon |:||.1r1||'|rh|r
Iy eaution. [n oihier words, another round
af "ot guurtn e, but aren’t thero seme
eonflets of obereit™ thal recalls Lhe
sniplag i 8 1995 Forbes magaring mrti-
cle about the firny. The article coneluded
et Ziffeen Meittenbam's practice of tak-
myg A poreentage of doals inatead of
charglng hourly raies had pob i part.
b tr Ny Frber poseltbions i
af Sighy psa et gy
d on the noud 1o Ly in

Thir lrm irtod
1902, when name_pariner sy *Skip®

o Brienham: becama intrigusd with
T o by il wonld i alevl

den e=is Lo evmpters. He amd Kenneth

ElTrem are the only firm membiors who
vesled thelr own sagnes—"We pul In
hall wan A, mi Miphes of & miltion,® he
s But they dedided the ventores would
Belong @ the firm as a whaln, with ench
parinsr mwTnng o sharn

Me Fiffren says some fiem lawyers

himww i thiesands of houes into Diva
mighly Zilfeem Hrittenbmm's Gl
rirrpriiler whiz, Paul Brindie, & partior
whir abwi B presidend of D, ventien
hat can be seen na benafltbng th indus-
bry whils scvancing clisnts” interests,

OF vetirsin, the firm's eloud dida't burt
when i camn in negoiinting software li-
wtnem for thi mosdes on the Dive dlsks:
Without e ervdibility of Ziffren Britten-
ham, presumably W owould have taken
longges 1o enlist the lkes of Paramiind,
Priversal, BroamWorks and Disney

Woulkid-be crithos go 1o longths that
borilet n the camin to wvoid being idon
tifiel. Afler sactrling a rrm-nlw of ang-
uynty o Wee subjject af Py, one sxeci-
five bn vhe TV divislon of » msjor stisdio
eanfldes oy i Telophous lnterview, °1 jus
e Skip Mrittentam,™

S0 why the seervey? Bacnuss, U ox-
ectllve  mapdntig, what his silence
bt K Ailfren might lingily

Un the recond, entertlbiment fawyer
Josaph A, Yanny says, “Thay are very

at whad they do, I'm just not cortaln
that what ity dn s the practice of I *

Adds Mr. Yanny, of Contury City, Calif.%
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While thi younger
Fillev ploked wp i i
his lather's ways, lie also

made somn contrary’ ehoi

= e hos svolided big
firms, ho mow apeclates. in
part bocauie of the cachel Uy hnd o his
Iathers eyes, Hie sows that ZifTesn B

enham will. never be larger than 20
|:|W1'u:r:-

Big Hrms have ilsa comne cowrting In
the past decads, o refig groaler ro
sourcesy n exchavge foe a merger Bul
whan Ziffran Brittenham alroady cuts ins

ternctive ‘telivision deals between M
reciflt and Steven Splellicrg, assesies
SPCEN s Bl hibeary for buyer Ted Turner

wnd wiruciyces tie biggest nevwork affili-
Al realignment in televison history,
hntwean Now World and Fox, the con-
tention that e Hrm seeds mose pe-

suotirors 15 & hard 'sall

Bosldis, small firma am more colles
plal, Mr Ziffren says. adding (ons sis-
prets even more significantly), "Hess you

“And both of us wer
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like product.

gresalve flem willhout ap
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departments.”
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gation:  Litigation makes enemies, and
the firms sueenss 8 boilt on contacts
wide and deep )

The firm's sarliest clients wern welavi
wion falond. In the eotrse o one docadi,
by ot estimate, ZiTren  Brlitenham
Cammn Lo represan
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At the height ol the
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NBCs sacies “Choers.” the m
sented stars Ted Danson anid Woody atu-
rolson, as well as the late Brandon Tar-
tkoll, then chalr of Paramouni, which
produced “Uhenrs,” and NBLU ardwork

Presidool Warron LitUefielil. A8 o ruls

ul
L) 1
1
pianmnir | il
Fria
Vids | i L
e roas el iy
nmd ZiMren Be A ey
shwad,  *Micrmy v
hey readly do imodersiand 18 all
The firm takes in big-liem rolugees
whin start with the Hile “pariser or
guirkly obtain . Third name partner
fohn Branca, joloed bis 1980 wiih & musi

speclalty, When the nation’s Wggest pop
alar Mirhael Jackson, fired m aller &
eeade of repressniation, S Arapes
lilbod hin spare thne by negolisting n
three-record, 540 milllon package Tor
st Hiallbeng Stenivers minad & 539 soidllboty paik
tishingg dokl for Flion John, (Mre Jackson
Fveterried G e Tald

So it might come a8 & ihodk 6
thal Mr. Branca B a noneguity partnee
I faet, the fliem ls sslely ownod by My
Jilleen and Mr. Hoiltenham, They hold
weln powet, md they abonn  dsbermdie
rompensaiion. Me Ziffren conlicms bhat
sesibonin in whilch e F'-J.rlﬂll‘l‘r'rlll-hlli"
discuss whal they accomplished and
Medled to kecomplish can’ be rencoreus
Buil be nlso loaves Uie impeession there's
=a mugh mones o go Arodnd thal ne ane
can be angry for long Nesides, My Rrit-
Lnliam SEys, © hnrlgrut Are nl'-m'., nnil
partnors will “trantion ingo ownership
In the coming yoar. s mel polng
make any dilference for tham nancially
baat 1 will make svnryone foel botter ™
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sysbom and iive i ia VIS and Bits—a
comparisan Me Zilfepn

that & Divx plyer can b
VD dises; whils Divx etervpthn won't

work on DV players. So, they think of

their product as enhancod DV rither

thin, & separaiy system

IT Biva Tails, the partnees insim, e
oty damage will be psyehle. “Ths muney
has all beon spont,” says M Ziffran. “§i
sottnds awlul, bul wo hiave nowheen 10 go
bsugt i ™

A biggor change is thal Mr: Zilleon s
making Ume for catside saiivities siel as
feaching a class a1 UCLA on TV doals

F you say | omm eoticing, Ul e
plEsed,” he warns, “hui this hero®—hn
points (0 Mr Fisher—"ls the mas 'm
passing the baton to.®

Mre, Ziffron will always be around for
the Tun deal, o says, defiidog. s fun desl
as one like thn S4:4 billion, Toir-voar
package he aegotlated fur the Nathonal
Football Lengus with thn metworks

“We were surprised,” says Mr. Rrli-
| temham. “Weo always  thought Kenny
would die chained to i desk

Me. Silverman says (s ligieal that Mr
£illfren should be disengaging: Be bas a
happy second martiage and & boaatiful
now oo, “Plis, he's chose to Dick G-
hisrdt, fod IF Gophard| makes a min for
presidont, | woukdn't be surprised 10 ces
Ken be part of it.*

As befits n playor, Zilfeen Drinambam
dwni s 10stary office bulldiang i Cen-
tury Clty, says Mr Fischor, All the parts
nors shaen in that swosrship. The new
casnl und Impos

Ingt w0 the same tia.

\" he explalne—a nice
home, heavy on leathor and mhﬁ
will an original Mied in the :
O the 108h Mnor Mr. Ziffron siys,
oflics. Flelding a bt
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